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The Croatian Commit^'eo for the . ; 

Protection of Huivian RiGhts, also known as . ^ 

Committee for the Re.scue of Professor Drsganovic 



^IJh-'of'r^brSrv IT'^na’ltV, 1965, in Cleveland:, Ohio, „tr.egbers of 
tnew a. f’.>y +v»r> Rescue of Professor DraGanoviC' (Cn.O) 

the J-r th_ Or-oatian orsanltations , 

held a bnei discussed what has happened 

priests and sjrapathl.er .. a rcgardinE the _ . 

orWOfesr,or Krinoslav 

pric'stLy “Yugoslav Govsrnn-.ent officials j.n Scvts.oei , 19-7- 



priest, Dv 

At f^G ore-conference, v.'h.iCh v;as nerJ 'em i’Ctraaiy 1?, 
in the M*ail^ot' the Croatian Committee for StrdS''-Ji^^}. 
or-aVthc -Ih^onferen^ 

lhr%ilSC-.r pirtikpSted as delegates of Croatian orsanisations 

Dr. Vilko Meinzl of ,Sc?.n Frcincisco, California, 

Rpv. Dr. Dragutin Kamber of Toronto, CaDaca, 

Engineer VinV;o Kucina of Nev; York, ncv.’ .orK, 

Tcmislnv Mesic of ChicaGO, Illinois., 

Milan Mataija of Milwaukee, 'Nisoncsin, 

Rudolf Eric of Akron, Ohio, 

Ante Pivac of Akron, Ohio 

Those attcnciing from Clevelanc and its suburbs were: 
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Ent^inser Vi&dimir Bosiljevic, 

RtT Rev. Dr. Torn is lav Fir is, 

Prof. Branko Jir’ra, FiRCOORDINATIi«WITH 

Prof. Ivan Prccla, 

?** • , rv ' NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLO: 

Janko oKioxn, 

Ivan Dseba, 

Niko?i.a Sainija, 

Ivan K’usic, iL 

Veijko Masina, ;,mOi| 

Nikola Kovacevl.c, ■ 

Ihi.r> clocur'ya* coctnic." i'Cillisr 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



The Croatian Corr.riiittee for the, 
Pi-otection of Human Rights, aka 



Boaidar Abjanic, 
Ivan Franic, 

S. Crnicki 



The conference v;as opened by Rudolf Eric, described 
by source as an extremist Croatian, v;ho gave tho^ reasons for 



holding the conference. The conference elected as president 



Dr. Vilko Meinslj.and 
Ne\v York, Kev.- York. 



for secretary, Engineer Vinko Kuzina of 



The .delegates 



as 



to V7hat was being done 



from the 

their : tovms 



Croatian organizations 



in 



concerning 



reported 

the 

Draganovic incident. Spccia.1. autention v;as given to a discussion 
concerning publicizing the incident to the press and the 
public . ' 



The president of the Association of Croatian Priests 
in the United States (US), and Ca.r-ada, Msgr. Dr. Toraislav Firis, 
explained that this association v.'ould give full moral support 
and cooperation. Tne editor of the association’s magazine. 

Dr . . D.Karr.ber, announced very soon v;hat will be undertaken in 
connection v/ith this. 



Engineer V. Kuzina explained that the Croatian Academy 
of America of New York, is actively participating iri all actions 
in connection ’.vith Prof. Draganovic. Msgr. Dr., T. Firis promised 
to have the "Catholic Service" and the "Knights of Columbus" 

he Croatian Priest, 



become engaged in the assistance of 



Draganovic 



Bozidar Abjanic i-eported' about the discussions he had 
with US Senator Lausche of Ohio, concerning the Draganovic 
incident. Furthermore, Abjanic suggested that they request a 



tax exemption for 
for the defense of 



every 



th£ 



is contributed to the fund 



Prof. 



Draganovic 
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The Croatian Coni:iiittee for the 
Protection of Huvr.an Rights, aka 










The cielegate from Chicago, Illinois, Tomislav ycr.ic, 
su'^'-'estec) t-vrit the name "Committee for tnc Rescue o... 1 rox . 
Dragariovic" be changed to "The Croatian Committee for the 
Protection, of Human Rights (CCFilH) • Tnis uas itr.me c. lately 
accepted by the Conference. 



It v.'os decided that steps v/ould be und.crtaKen soon to 
<^eck the aid of the Red Cross and the Unitea Rations, anci t.ie 



ui ro’-'ers . Tncy v;il.l also send to the Croatian rvcoplc in 
WoSavIa, brochures and leaflets. They v.-p.l immediately inform 
the League for the Protection of Humon RighiL.s. Tney till 
start collecting money for the defense of f • Lraganoyic in 
the TJS and Canada, and?. 11 other coritincnts v.ncre Croatian 

refugvses live. 



It was ascertained at the Conference that the CRKX' 
in ■*'1'^ fC)llov.'ing cities: Los Angele.s, San Francisco, 

San’^hadro; 'California; Chicago, C.lcvc.land and 

Soon there will be committees in A.-oron, Onio, Ipi-i.., l-iio..Oi.... . 

Milv.'aukee, V.’isconsin, and New York City. 



fne Main Committee of the CCPHR is located in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and committees in the other cities of _r.he. aS ano ^^Canao.a . 
will bo fo.'.-iacd by tho.se delegatc.s who v.’cre in C-.cve_an'.. . 



Tne follov.'ing were elected to the Administration of 



CCPHR: 



President 
Vice Presidents 



Secretaries 



Treasurer 
Chief of .Document.? 
Chief of 
Information 



Eng. Vladimir }3osi3oovic 

Dr. Vilko Keinsl and 

Rudolf Eric 

Bozidar Abjanic and 

Veljko Masina 

Nikola iCovaoovic 

Rev. Dr. Dragutin Karnber 



Eng. Vinko Kuzina, Ante Pi vac and 
Tom is lav Me sic 
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The Croatian Committee for the 



Protection of Human Rights, aka 



The Supervisory Coriciittcc v;as comprised of 
Rev. Petal- Topic, San Francisco,, and Ivan Ivankovip of Los 
Anuelcs . 






Tne iiscmbors of the £!’uperviso,ry Cori-.mittec for' Cleveland, 
Kev; Yoik and Chicago villi be named, shortly by' their mcrnberc. All 
presidents of local commltteef. ,of the US and Canada automatically 
v/ill assume places on the Administration a.s vice presidents. 



On April ? 4 , and May 1 , I968, a second confidential , 
source, -.-jho has furnished reliable information in the pa.st, 
provided substantially the same information as set forth above. 



The sec'ond source further e.xp.lained that follov.-ing the 
kidnapping of Draganovic, severa?! "aci hoc" comrnl-c lees were, fcrin.cd 



in Trieste, Italy, .and s-abncquently in the US, Canada and. Germany 



These groups -.-.’ere formed in order, to raise money for tiie p'<rpose 



Oi send in 



1 S rt rr r; 1 



a .Lav;yer^ 



p.'Jssib].y fro:.-. Ai.n. 



'lu , 



into x-ugo:' le.via to 



defend Draganovic in the event ti:o Yugoslav Govcrnmeirt olacecl hita 



on trial. So many cf these ccinmittecs sprang -up it v;as decided 
to merge them into one group which' could coordinate their 
activities. Tne meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, on Febr-uary 17, I8, 



1968, 



\!l 



foi-med 



therefore, held foi- th.ls purpose and the CCPKP. 



'..I 



Tiic .second so-arce advi.sed t}'iat the above comi.-.ittee was 
formed fur the exclusive p-urpo.se of gai-r.ing. financial, moral and 



legal support for Profess o.--' Draganovic frc:n Croatian exiles arid 



their friends througho-at the' world, and to develop inforr-.atioh 
v.-hich -v'/ill exonerate" him fi-om the charge-s' made by the Yugos.lav 
Government., Source added that the cominittce dce.s not advocate 
nor recommend the use of any force or violence to advaiice its 



cause and, to his .knov.’ledge, there arc no plrm.s for any 



dcrno.nstrations again.st ai-jy Yugoslav Governn.ent ciolomatic 



establishments in tVie US or else-,.''ncre .regarding the Draganovic 
matter. Source mentioricd th.at bec.ause of the reaction by 
Croatisan exiles throughout the world, it is possible the' Yugoslav 
Government v/ill never bring Draganovic to trial and raay even 
release him. . 
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•The Croatian Committee for the 
' Protection, of Kuman . Ri gJTts , aka 



The second source added that the Croatian Academy ‘of 
Anieriba (CAA), a group of Croatian exile leaders in the IJev; York 
City area, recently issued a memorandum of support for Profes-sor 
Draganovic which expressed indignation oyer the action by the 
.Yugoslav. Goyerhraent... No further action is planned by the CAA. 
Source advised Vinko Kuzina, Port Lee, Kev: Jersey, is the Nev; 
York; representative of the CCPHR. . 
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